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“It’s such a rare and golden find, 
a home with so much history that had been 

waiting for its next chapter. 
It’s a retreat to escape to.” 

“



AWAY
N E S T L E D

Tucked into the gentle hillside of the Troutbeck Valley is a rare find, brimming with history and 
original features. Welcome to Thornthwaite, a home seeped in stories, character and charm from 
centuries past, built in the vernacular architectural style. 

Dating from the mid-17th century, this enchanting Grade II home has been lovingly restored and 
filled with modern comforts, offering the rare blend of quiet authenticity and contemporary comfort. 

Restored with a deep respect for tradition, every stone and beam whispers of the past, from the 
original stone floor, to the bee bole and rare beehive bread oven nestled within the Inglenook. Yet 
the home feels effortlessly liveable, with double glazing, underfloor heating and all three bedrooms 
featuring an en-suite.

Just two miles from Windermere, within walking distance to The Queens Head and showcasing 
spectacular views across the fells, Thornthwaite is a home you’ll never want to leave. 



H O M E
W E L C O M E

Set against the backdrop of the Troutbeck fells, with its 
whitewashed façade, slate roof, framed by dry stone walls and 
cottage garden, it makes for a picture postcard first impression. 

Pull up into the private parking space and make your way 
through the gate that leads you to the timeless charm of 
Thornthwaite. It’s the fell that greets you first, before your eyes 
fall upon the welcoming black door and the charming bee 
bole beside it. Used in the past for beekeeping, the bee bole 
is now a fascinating feature and another glimpse into the rich 
past of the home.



Step inside where Blue Brathay slate flags stretch beneath your feet, warmed by underfloor 
heating that extends the entire ground floor, and enter the dining room. Original beams 
line the ceiling and taking centre stage is the working Victorian range, bringing extra 
ambience to every mealtime. Anchoring the room in its rich past, this space is perfect for 
dinner parties, festive feasts, or simply a quiet cup of tea by the glow of the fire. 
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“The living room is our favourite room in 
the house; it’s got such a cosy atmosphere 
and it’s surrounded in history and perfect 

for recharging.”

Pass a small opening in the wall, which houses a candle shelf shielding 
the original inglenook fireplace. This offers a window into another age 
as you make your way into the living room. With original slate flooring, 
deep-set windows with oak window seats, original exposed beams and 
whitewashed walls, it’s a room that feels both cosy and spacious.

Full of character, warmth, and welcome, a log burning stove sits handsomely 
in its inglenook fireplace, ready to be lit on cooler evenings for ambience. 
Tucked beside the inglenook wall, the beehive oven is a rare and wonderful 
find. Once used to bake traditional bread, it stands as a beautiful reminder 
of the home’s enduring Lakeland heritage. To the left of the stove, note the 
inset spice cupboard and the fire window with its original oak seat and 
shelf. There is plenty of space for sofas and armchairs, invite friends and 
family around to unwind in comfort beneath the exposed beams. Flow out 
of this room, through the original oak screen, peep into the under stairs’ 
storage as you pass, and enter the English Hardwood design kitchen.

“



Hand-painted cabinetry compliments a rich marble worktop, seamlessly fitted with high-end appliances including 
a Bosch induction hob with Siemens extractor fan, De Dietrich oven, a built-in combination microwave, Siemens 
dishwasher, and freestanding Siemens fridge freezer. Take a seat at the bespoke oak breakfast bar, tucked between 
the softly curved walls and overlooking the south-facing garden. Original beams line the ceiling, adding to the rustic 
charm of the kitchen and complementing the design beautifully.

Chop, stir, and prep while gazing through the gable window to the mountainside beyond. Whether you’re preparing 
Sunday roast or warming a pot of soup after a walk on the fells, this is a kitchen that blends beauty with functionality. 
Make your way up the original stone steps and door into the utility room. Home to the washer-dryer, along with a 
sink, worktops and plenty of bespoke cabinetry that matches the kitchen, including a large linen cupboard, this space 
offers plenty of storage. With another access point to the home, it’s a perfect way to return after a day out exploring, 
with space to dry off canine companions, hang up coats, jackets and keep muddy boots neatly out of sight. Freshen 
up in the cloakroom, that features a sink and WC, before ascending the oak staircase to the upper floor.

T H E  E Y E S
A  F E A S T  F O R





Make your way right along the landing to find a bedroom 
with built-in storage, deep-set windows, whitewashed 
walls and a sloping ceiling framed by an exposed beam, 
it’s brimming with charm and character. The en-suite is 
well-equipped with a bath and overhead shower, WC, 
washbasin and useful built-in storage.

Retrace your steps back to the stairs, and discover 
another bedroom where whitewashed walls, a deep-
set low-silled window, and exposed lintels create a 
calm and characterful retreat. Note the crooked gable 
window with beautiful views of the Troutbeck fells. The 
accompanying en-suite, with its walk-in corner shower, 
WC and washbasin, offers a peaceful space to begin and 
end the day in comfort with a recessed area that was 
once an original window now providing built-in storage.

A R E  M A D E
W H E R E  D R E A M S



Step into the central main bedroom, cosily carpeted with exposed 
beams, low deep-set windows with oak seats, and whitewashed 
walls, it’s an oasis of calm. Keep all personal items organised in 
the built-in storage space and flow through to the en-suite that 
comprises a bath with an overhead shower, WC and washbasin.

S LU M B E R
S W E E T



At Thornthwaite, nature surrounds you in every direction. 
Spring bulbs in profusion, stone walls tumble with 
greenery, and the views stretch across the Troutbeck 
Valley, showcasing Thornthwaite Ridge in timeless beauty.

Off-road parking for three vehicles ensures practicality 
is never in question, with one space directly behind the 
house and two more just across the quiet lane.

And then, just a short stroll away, there’s a magical slice of 
fell side freedom that is also included in the sale. A piece 
of land once part of the home’s working rights, it remains 
linked to historical water access and offers opportunities 
as diverse as your imagination, a private picnic spot, or 
simply a soulful slice of the Lakes to call your own. 

“ The garden is so peaceful and private; it’s a great place to relax after a day out on the fel ls.”

S T E P 
O U T S I D E

At the rear parking area, you approach the back door. 
Look to the left where a handy wood store and garden 
store sit neatly beside the discreetly placed oil tank. 
Both the oil tank and boiler are newly installed, as 
is the treatment plant, all fitted just over a year ago, 
offering peace of mind for years to come.

South facing and lawned, and with plenty of room 
for sun loungers, tables and chairs, the garden is an 
idyllic spot to rest and relax. Take out a morning 
coffee and listen to the cuckoos or dine alfresco after 
a day exploring the fells. 

Private and peaceful, the garden is a sheltered haven 
where birdsong fills the air and time seems to slow.

“



Troutbeck, a much sought-after location, is one 
of those rare Lake District villages that feels 
untouched by time, with direct access to the fells and 
countryside, yet it’s right at the heart of everything.

From your front door, walk to the nearby Queen’s 
Head for a hearty pub meal and a refreshing pint. 
Pick up essentials at The Old Post Office cafe, or 
lace up your boots and take the breathtaking route 
of Troutbeck Tongue with views that unfold at 
every turn. For a full day out exploring, Wansfell, 
and Thornthwatie Ridge, where you can continue 
walking for miles, are all within reach. 

Windermere is just a 10 minute drive away. 
Whether you’re picking up essentials from Booths, 
or browsing the shops, cafes and galleries, it’s a 
vibrant hub within minutes of your peaceful retreat. 
Enjoy a coffee at Homeground, or take a ferry from 
Bowness up the lake to Ambleside, home to three 
Michelin-starred restaurants: The Samling, The 
Old Stamp House, and Lake Road Kitchen. 

Commuting is a breeze with the station at 
Windermere connecting you quickly to Oxenholme 
and the mainline, while the M6 is easily accessed 
for longer journeys.

A B O U T
O U T  &

Windermere from Wansfell Pike



	 milk? bread?

The Old Post Office Tea Rooms sell all the essentials, and Booths at Windermere is just 10 minutes away.

	 a pub?

The Queen’s Head is within walking distance and serves excellent meals, and The Mortal Man is a half-mile walk away.

	 the train station?

Windermere train station is just 10 minutes away and connects to all major lines.

	 a café?

Homeground in Windermere is a great café with the best coffee, brunch and cakes!

	 a walk from the door?

So many to choose from! We love the Thornthwaite Ridge or the Wansfell circular walk to Ambleside.

A S K  T H E  O W N E R S

Where do you go when you need ...



D E TA I L S
F I N E R

Home:
•	 Beautiful detached 3 bedroom cottage
•	 Grade II listed
•	 Full of character and original features such as the bee bole and wooden beams
•	 Fully restored by current owners

Services:
•	 Mains electricity and water
•	 Oil heating
•	 Underfloor heating on the ground floor
•	 New shared treatment plant
•	 New boiler installed just 2 years ago
•	 Most service providers reach the home

Grounds and Location:
•	 Ideally situated with views of the surrounding fells, whilst being only 10 minutes from Windermere village
•	 Lots of local walks on your doorstep
•	 South facing, plenty of sunlight
•	 Peacefully located in a small hamlet
•	 Parking for 3 cars
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*Items shown or described in this brochure are for illustrative purposes only and may not be included in the sale



Thornthwaite Cottage, Town Head, Troutbeck, LA23 1PP

WHAT3WORDS: outboard.swimmer.freezers

Directions: Take the A591 from Windermere, and at the first roundabout, take the 3rd exit onto the A592 towards 
Kirkstone Pass. After 3 miles, you will pass the Queen’s Head on your left-hand side. After 50 yards, take a sharp right 

and you will find Thornthwaite Cottage on the left-hand side.

To view Thornthwaite Cottage
Call: 015394 88811  |  Email: team@ashdownjones.co.uk

SCAN ME 
TO BOOK A 

VIEWING
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